Handout Twelve – Language and Society


Women’s Features:
· Women display a greater tendency to ask questions

· Women are more likely than men to make utterances that demand or encourage responses from their felow speakers

· Women show a greater tendency to make use of positive minimal responses, especially “mm hmm”, and are more likely to insert such comments throughout streams of talk rather than simply at the end

· Women are more likely to adopt a strategy of “silent protest” after they have been interrupted or have received a delayed minimal response

· Women show a greater tendency to use the pronouns “you” and “we” which explicitly acknowledge the existence of the other speaker

Men’s Features:

· Men are more likely to interrupt the speech of their conversational partners, that is, to interrupt the speech of women

· Men are more likely to challenge or dispute their partners’ utterances

· Men are more likely to ignore the comments of the other speaker, to offer no response or acknolwedgement at all, to respond slowly in what has been described as a “delayed minimal response”, or to respond unenthusiastically

· Men use more mechanizms for controlling the topic of conversation, including both topic development and the introduction of new topics, than do women

· Men make more direct declarations of fact or opinion than do women

From Eckert & McConnel-Ginet:

The claim is that women emphasize connection with others, avoiding overt confrontations and direct disagreement, seeking empathy and understanding rather than guidance from their cbnversational  partners, offering intimacy, suggesting or asking rather than directing or telling, preferring the tête-à-tête to talk in larger groups; boys continue boyish patterns of self-assertion into manhood, competing with one another to establish their individual claims to hierarchical status, proferring instruction rather than tea or sympathy, displaying their own ideas and claims for others to confirm but also engaging with relish in defending them against expected attacks of the sort they themselves frequently launch, seeking large audiences and avoiding showing themselves as vulnerable.

                Table from Talbot
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